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Dear all,

You may notice that we don’t have any letters to the Editor. I am 
also lacking material to publish, so unless you all want the 
newsletter full of  adverts only, please contribute! 
This is a newletter for the GBFDC members only and solely 
relies on the contribution from the members.
 
This is also a turning point for us, as at the end of  this year we 
will stop producing new issue First Day Covers for fdcovers.
The market seems to have become too small for new cover 
producers despite all the advertising and marketing we have 
done. 

We will continue making the covers for GBFDC and I will be 
producing select issues for a limited and private collection for 
the time being. The first issue we will be producing will be the 
RAF Centenary and I will confirm the rest of  the issues in the 
next Newsletter.

In the meantime we will be focusing on Proper Goose making 
our wood notebooks, organisers, albums and gifts. 

I hope you all have a great Christmas and New Year.
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Dear Fellow Members,

I am writing to you all out of desperation and with the future of GBFDC in mind.

As you know Mark has had to resign his position as cover and newsletter producer due to personal business 
circumstances. The Association is now desperate to �nd a replacement/s to ensure that we can continue to 
receive our covers and newsletter.

There is no need for one person to take either task on, two or three members working together can achieve the 
same result. What is needed ?

Covers - 
Someone who can think outside the box and come up with a design for the cover and the handstamp. Send the 
handstamp to R.M.. Get the cover printed. Obtain the stamps. Stick on the stamps. Send to the h/s centre for 
cancelling. Send to the members.
I know that this is a simplistic description of producing the covers but with two or three wise heads working 
together it can be done. Any expenses will be refunded – all we are asking for is your commitment and your 
time.
Newsletter –
Most of the work needed to produce the newsletter is already done, all you will need a computer and a sense of 
adventure to put you mark on the newsletter.  The biggest problem is getting the members to put pen to paper 
and send in some articles for publication. An article does not have to be a long and illustrated, a snippet of 
information that can be used by everyone is always good.

At the recent AGM two members commented that whilst the product was superb it lacked information and 
articles.  I asked how many items either had sent in and of course the reply was none.

The newsletter cannot function without news or letters and the only people that can supply these things is YOU.

My personal belief is that without our covers and newsletter the members of the Association will simply lose 
interest and this, of course, will eventually be the downfall of the Association.

The Association started in 1995 Richard Park is one of the original members. I joined the committee in 1999 and 
as you know Phil and Dot have just had to come o� of the committee. Personally I have put a lot of my time in to 
the running of the Association and I know that Phil, Dot and Richard have also.

It would be a great shame if the Association ground to a halt due to the lack of interest or the apathy of its 
members.

I am aware that we not the only Association with this sort of problems but if you want GBFDC to continue then 
it is up to you to buck the trend and o�er a helping hand– please do not leave it to someone else.

Contact a committee member now and o�er your services and please do not forget to send in your articles for 
the newsletter.

Terry Barnett member No.201

Hon. Secretary

7 Mackets Lane, Hunts Cross, Liverpool, L25 0QA

Tel:01551 486 2610  email: terryhuntsc@tiscali.co.uk
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HANDMADE WOODEN
FOUR RING ALBUMS

PERSONALISATION
AVAILABLE

23 Jan
15 Feb
20 Mar
17 Apr
11 May
05 Jun
26 Jun
31 Jul
16 Aug
30 Aug

16 Oct
07 Nov
Nov

To be Announced
Christmas
TBA

14 Feb
12 Sep

Mail by Sea
Mail by Bike

March/April Tariff Definitives

To be Announced
Votes for Woman
RAF Centenary GBFDC

The Old Vic
Royal Academy
Dad’s Army GBFDC
Hampton Court Palace
Captain Cook’s Voyage
Owls
First World War - 2018

* GBFDC Covers 2018 

Post and Go

2018 YEAR LIST
Special stamps

Reintroduced Species
Definitives
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Children’s Competition Stamps

Christmas Mini Sheet and Set 1st & 2nd, Large 1st & 2nd, £1.17,
£1.40, £1.57 & £2.27

issue date 
20th november  2017

issue date 
7th november 2017

The Royal Wedding Platinum Anniversary 



Stamp Designs © Royal Mail Group Ltd. Reproduced by kind permission of Royal Mail Group Ltd. All Rights Reserved.

Proper Goose Ltd, PO Box 103, Hampton Court, KT8 8ED020 8941 3481www.fdcovers.com

Christmas 2017 

577

fdcovers O�cial Cover limited to only 50, Silver foiled

The Royal Wedding Platinum Aniniversary

fdcovers O�cial Cover limited to 35



Scarce Covers
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by Colin Young

2015 Christmas 
Studio 10 Official 
with Full Set with 

A picture of a 
house and signed 
only 20 produced

2005 Olympic Games 
Society of Olympic 
Collectors Official 

Miniature Sheet with 
Letter to say

that very few were 
produced possibly less 

than 5
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Scarce Covers by Colin Young

2015 Christmas Studio 10 Official with Full Se.t and Sponsored by 
Barclays Bank. Only 2 produced.

2015 Christmas Studio 10 Official with Full Set and Sponsored by 
Porche. Only 3 produced.



 By Selwyn GoodacreBook Review 
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The name of Tony Buckingham is well known to all our readers. Sadly he died in 
2016 (Phil and Dot contributed an appreciative obituary to this Newsletter in the 
June 2016 issue). Tony wrote this entertaining account of his early life and 
colourful career back in 1997, but the book was not �nally published until 2015.

It is a delightful read, full of anecdotes from his �rst job (the book title!) to the 
gradual progress towards �rst day cover dealing. Apparently he was a pretty good 
cricketer - almost achieving Minor Counties standard. He tends to assume a basic 
knowledge of the facts of his career, as he is so well aware of them himself – we 
are less fortunate, so we are never quite certain just where he undertook his 
teacher training, nor just what teaching post his lovely wife Cath held. Various 
characters are introduced, though we may be less certain as to just who they all 
were. But the story bowls along with vigour and enthusiasm.

The Gravedigger’s 
Apprentice, by Tony 
Buckingham: ‘Printed in 
Poland by Amazon 
Ful�lment’, 2015.  ISBN 
9-781517-311568.   £8.95 
(available from Buckingham 
Covers)
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The interest in stamps all started when he was put in charge of the stamp club at the 
primary school where he taught.  He never actually says when he started to specialise in 
�rst day covers – in fact they are not mentioned as such until p.164. But by the next page 
he is discussing the famous ‘missing Queen’s head’ on a  3p stamp, though he does not 
tell us that it was from the Village Churches issue of 1972 (see my article in First Day 
Coverage August 2015). To be fair, he does mention it in passing later in the book. Success 
seems to have come quickly. 

From the problems of �nding somewhere to live at an a�ordable price, he is soon able to 
bid several hundred pounds for a particular philatelic item. The name of Benham 
suddenly appears on p.166 – with no details about the �rm, its title – or anything (I 
understand that in fact he invented the name, there was no person called Benham at all!). 
But then this book is not a formal history of Benham / Buckingham, it is an entertaining 
delight on all aspects of Tony’s life – and is to be enjoyed on this level, though I personally 
would have enjoyed more on the early days of the developing �rst day cover business – 
like more on those wonderful early wood cut covers he and Cath created.

We learn a lot about his career in primary school teaching – with entertaining stories of 
the most strange and eccentric head teachers. Tony is very amusing in his accounts of 
how he promoted school teams in football and swimming – which he did with 
considerable success. His energy is hugely impressive, it is no wonder his �rst day cover 
business was so e�ective.

The book closes with his decision to give up teaching and concentrate entirely on his �rst 
day coverage business – which is where we all come in – to our mutual bene�t. He surely 
is the great �rst day cover pioneer. I salute his memory. 

Selwyn Goodacre

11

Book Review: continued By Selwyn Goodacre

BRIAN REEVE STAMP AUCTIONS 

Our auction dates for 2018 are as follows: 

Wednesday 31st January

Wednesday 28th March 

Wednesday 30th May

Wednesday 25th July 

Wednesday 26th September

Wednesday 28th November

These public auctions all begin at 2.00pm in the Meeting Room of our building

Live internet bidding is also available.



1968 Anniversaries with 50th Anniversary RAF 
Leuchars Fife special handstamp £350

1974 UPU Imperial Airways Flying-Boat Southampton O�cial 
FDC £360

Sajal Philatelics Cover Auctions
Unit 120, Trident Business Centre, 89 Bickersteth Rd, Tooting, London, SW17 9SH 

Tel: (020) 8672 6702. Fax: (020) 8682 2752

Our September 14th auction again saw good prices achieved for the 
rarer First Day Covers including:
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Sajal Philatelics Cover Auctions
Unit 120, Trident Business Centre, 89 Bickersteth Rd, Tooting, London, SW17 9SH 

Tel: (020) 8672 6702. Fax: (020) 8682 2752
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1995 VE Day
British Forces Postal Service 1000
O�cial FDC £410

1998 Princess Diana
 Windsor Castle CDS 
£140

1936 1/- photogravure plain 
FDC with Registered British 
Industries Fair Birmingham 
oval handstamp £430



The Joys and Rewards of ultra-specialising 
         by Selwyn Goodacre

We peruse the Booth and Bradbury Catalogues eagerly – to see if we have 
‘everything’ relating to our speci�c specialty, and we give a sigh of relief as we tick 

the �nal entry – thinking “Well that is now complete anyway”.

But is it? There are chasms out there that we have not touched at all. Let us look for 
example at the standard Philatelic Bureau cancellation for the FDCs relating to my 

own speciality- the Year of the Child 1979. One line in the catalogues, and valued at 
around £5.50. But I have over 60 di�erent covers all with the standard Philatelic 

Bureau cancellation.

So we have the Post O�ce FDC – �ne. But then what about also having it with plain 
gutter pairs of all four stamps? Or tra�c light gutter pairs of all four? And for the sake 

of completeness should we not also have the cover with each stamp individually? 
Then of course they may have a special logo printed – like ‘The Cancer & Leukaemia 

in Childhood Trust’. Then there is one doubled with a set of 1998 Magical World 
stamps. One enterprising dealer also persuaded a whole host of ‘celebrities’ to sign 
covers – from John Alderton to Edward Woodward. So far I have 15, but I am sure 

there are more out there. Certainly the designer of the stamps, Edward Hughes also 
signed covers.

The Birmingham mint issued a �ne sterling silver medallic FDC – limited to 5000. 
Moving onto our standard commercial covers – you have to have FDCs issued by 

Cotswold, Historic Relics, Mercury, Philart (and they issued 3 di�erent covers). Peter 
Scot issued large covers – always with tra�c light gutter pairs (possibly also with 

plain gutter pairs – but I haven’t got one of those – yet!).

Within these commercial covers – again you can �nd covers with tra�c light or with 
plain gutter pairs. Some, like Philart, you can also �nd with just one of the four 

stamps. I have written in these columns about the Cotswold habit of placing stamps 
in di�erent formations 

(April 2011).

14
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Fleetwood FDCs curiously do not feature in either the Booth or Bradbury Catalogues  
(possibly because they are an American �rm)– but their Year of Child covers are of great 

interest to the collector, as they used designs by Edward Hughes, who designed the actual 
stamps. There are �ve covers in the series – one for each individual stamp, and one for all 

four. One must of course have the complete set. I am sure Hughes would have signed 
examples of each of the covers, but I only have the one - so far. Curiously Fleetwood also 

issued a ‘non Edward Hughes’ cover – featuring a picture by Faith Jacques instead (she also 
created di�erent pictures for several other countries for their Year of the Child stamps).

  
Other commercial FDCs not listed in the catalogues include the Linslade School (see my 

article in these columns December 2013), and Green & Co. – who issued covers in varying 
basic colours – I have examples in green, and dark blue (I fear there may be others that I 

have not yet seen).

There are some commercial �rms that only issued covers for the Year of the Child – one has 
a colour picture of Peter Rabbit as postman, I think this cover was produced by Frederick 
Warne, the publishers of the Potter books. This is usually found with just the Peter Rabbit 

stamp, covers with all four are rather scarce.

One of the fascinations of this hobby of FDC collecting is just how wide its scope can be. I 
reckon there are more YOC Philatelic Bureau covers ‘out there’ that at present I have no 

inkling of – so the quest continues.

Selwyn Goodacre



Date Details Price

Members Cover Sale Maurice Walmsley cover sales
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Members Cover Sale Terry Barnett   cover sales

Please Contact:- Terry Barnett on 0151 486 2610 or email terryhuntsc@tiscali.co.uk

17

1963 Cable ord. typed add.  London EC FDI                                                              £7
1969 Christmas on an Abbey cover with a Bethlehem fdi                                    £1
1970 Architecture on an Abbey with a Manchester fdi                                         £1
1972 S Wedding on an Abbey cover with a Windsor fdi                                        £1
1973 Comm. Parl. Conf. on an Abbey cover with a London SW1 cancel          £1
1974 Churchill unadd. On the Conservative Assoc. o�cial cat £60                  £10
1974 Tree on an Abbey cover with a Bureau cancel                                               £1
1975 Christmas on an Abbey cover with a Bethlehem cancel                            £1
1978 Buildings with a Kings Lynn fdi and a Sandringham catchet cat £35    £6
1978 Ann. of Coronation on an Abbey cover with a London SW1 cancel      £1
1979 Police with a Scotland Yard cancel on the Cotswold o�.                           £1
1979 Christmas on an Abbey cover with a Bethlehem cancel                           £1
1980 3p & 22p machin on an Abbey cover with a Windsor fdi                          £1
1980 Q Mother on the Havering o�. with a Clarence House cancel                £1
1984 U. Renewal on the PPS3 o�cial with a Liverpool cancel                          £1
1986 R Wedding on the Benham SPG2 o�. with a York cancel                         £2
1991 Sport on the PPS33 o�. with a Twickenham cancel                                   £1
1991 Sport on the Benham BLCS65 o�. with a Cardi� cancel                           £1
1991 Sport on the Benham BLCS65 o�. with a Twickenham cancel               £1
1991 Sport on the Benham BLCS65 o�. with a Murray�eld cancel                 £1
1994 D-Day on the Benham BLCS95b with a Portsmouth cancel
         Signed by LEWIN                                                                                                    £2
2001 Punch and Judy on six Covercraft covers each with a Bicester cancel  £3
2005 Castles m/s owith a Windsor cancel                                                               £1

Would anyone be interested in taking over the
editing and design of the GBFDC newsletter in 2018?
We have been using Adobe Illustrator and Indesign

since we took over production.

For more details please contact Richard Park

rjpark@btinternet.com
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Fees

Note

Full page
Half page
Third page
Quarter page
Fifth page

£20
£10
£7
£5
£4 

£25
£13
£9.50
£7
£5

plus artwork
plus artwork
plus artwork
plus artwork
plus artwork 

Full page
Half page
Third page
Quarter page

£30
£15
£10
£8
 

£35
£18
£12.50
£10

plus artwork
plus artwork
plus artwork
plus artwork
 

Covers wanted advert:                 FREE

Name and address of contributer is printed with each item

Covers for sale advert:
Two or three items (no illustration)        FREE
Half page        £4.00*   Full page        £7.50*

U.K.
U.K. Junior

Junior rates apply for children
 up to 16 years of age

£14 
£7

To receive Newsletter by post
To receive Newsletter by post

£12 
£6

To receive Newsletter by email
To receive Newsletter by email

U.K.
U.K. Junior

£17 
£12

To receive Newsletter by post
To receive Newsletter by email

Europe
Europe

£20 
£12

To receive Newsletter by post
To receive Newsletter by email

Rest of World
Rest of World

Est.
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GBFDC.co.uk

*Mint decimal stamps accepted

Non-commercial advertising rates - 
members only Membership Fees

Member commercial advertising rates

Non-Member commercial advertising rates
Other major currency to the value of

Letters and articles
The Association welcomes readers’ letters, tips, and views, and we look forward to hearing 
from you. The Newsletter is only as good as the material that is sent in for publication, so 
please continue to do so. However, views expressed in First Day Coverage do not express 
the views of GBFDC Association or its officers. Material published is the copyright of the 
person who writes it.
It is worth remembering that items published may also express controversial views and 
opinions, which may well stimulate equally controversial replies. It is only to be expected, 
and individuals are advised that such views may well prompt ongoing debate.
In the next issue we are featuring autographed covers. Please send any interesting
facts, features, and photographs you would like us to publish.

The editor has complete discretion over what is, or is not published in First Day Coverage.
Please send all items for publication to:

The Editor, GBFDC Association, Karno House, Hampton Court Road, KT8 9BP

Name and address of contributor is printed with 
each item,as it is assumed members do not object 
to this information being given to other members 
through the newsletter. Members’ details will not 
be sold onto other members or dealers.

Your name and address may be supplied to another 
member if we think it is a genuine enquiry. If you 
object to this then please advise the editor. Only your 
name, address & membership number is recorded 
on the computer.

All material published in the newsletter is the copyright of the writer of the item concerned

Deadline for the next issue - 10th January
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