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Minutes of 2019 AGM - Continued 
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From the Editor 
 
It was nice to meet some of you at the AGM and for giving some suggestions for 
articles and ideas for material you would like to see in the newsletter.  I will try 
to include these in future issues. 
 
At the AGM, Richard had a display of fraudulent FDC’s and examples of their 
use, as well as the original handstamps used, which had been obtained by Norfolk 
Constabulary. These attracted a lot of interest and I will be including the article 
Richard wrote in a future issue.   
 
 

Minutes of Committee Meeting held 19th October 2019 —
continued 
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 Brian Reeves Auction Results 

Our 31st July auction contained a good selection of early Com-
monwealth “SPECIMEN” overprints, perhaps the best of these 
a 1906-31 Federated Malay States collection which fetched 
£2188.80. A strong Great Britain section included 2 old cases 
of pre-stamp covers (100s) that sold for £2006.40 & 
£2310.40. An Edward VII £1 Mint fetched £389.12 and a 1913 
£1 Seahorse Mint £972.80. A 1955 Waterlow Castles set on 4 
illustrated FDCs sold for £972.80 and a 1960 De La Rue Cas-
tles Presentation Pack £729.60. These GB lots were all unre-
served. 
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The AGM and Fair attracted 7  
dealers and over 40 members. Each 
member attending was entitled to 
purchase the First Day Cover  
produced specially for the AGM.  
 
The following were elected   
 
Richard Park – Chairman,  
Terry Barnett – Honorary Secretary, 
David Cohen – Honorary Treasurer, 
Peter Herring – Newsletter Editor 
Ian Balcombe – Honorary Publicity 
Officer.  

Following the conclusion of the 
Business of the AGM, the 
Chairman Richard Park gave a 
talk regarding the Norwich, 
Norfolk handstamp forgeries. 
The Association having assist-
ed the Court in the conviction 
of the Forger, the Association  
were given evidential material 
consisting of the Forged First 
Day Covers and Handstamps  
and these were on display for 
members to have a look at as 
well as other forged hand-
stamps which had been inter-
cepted by the Association. 

2019 AGM Report by Ian Balcombe 
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A.G.M Cover   (see front cover) 

  

I have a small number of the 2019 AGM covers available at £25 each. If 
any member would like to purchase one please contact me 
on terryhuntsc@yahoo.com or send me your cheque, payable to ‘GBFDC’ . 

  

Terry Barnett Hon. Sec. 

Further examples of forged covers/postmarks which were on 
display are shown below. 

2019 AGM Report  -  continued 

mailto:terryhuntsc@yahoo.com
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When invited to attend a signing of a book of Royal Photographs I thought 

that I would check if the Photographer/Author had taken any of the 

photographs included in the miniature sheet issued for the 70th Birthday of 

Prince Charles. I found that he had taken the photograph of Prince Charles 

and the Princes William and Harry in Uniform which featured in the miniature 

sheet. He was more than happy to sign the first day cover and cards shown as 

well as the presentation pack and coin cover not shown. I was able to give 

him the details of the Royal Mail website so that he could get some of the 

products, which he was not aware of as the photograph was a stock one and 

not a commission. 

Prince Charles—Ian Balcombe 
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Stanley Gibbons sponsored a rolling date postmark in November and De-
cember 2016. This was in conjunction with a post box which they had at 
their Strand premises. They provided cards to be posted which I discov-
ered came in 2 colours - one with a red background and one with a brown 
background, which when posted obtained the sponsored postmark. I there-
fore attached the Christmas Stamps and Souvenir sheet to one of each 
"variety" of the cards on the first day of issue. Whist I don't think that it was 
Gibbons intention to produce the cards for the first day of issue, I do think 
that it makes them officials. Any thoughts ? 

Stanley Gibbons  - Ian Balcombe 
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Collecting British First Day Covers 

A Review of the  33
rd

 edition 2019 of the Booth Catalogue  By Selwyn Goodacre 

Oh dear. I had hoped that Jeffrey Booth might have acted on some of my comments on 
the previous editions of this catalogue in this journal (No. 104, October 2011; No. 117, De-
cember 2013 No. 139, June 2017) of the 30

th
, 31

st
 and 32

nd
 editions of this fine catalogue, 

but it would appear not, which seems odd as First Day Coverage is the only magazine to 
concentrate on first day covers. So the Harry Furniss misprint remains, the various pages 
of ‘gems’ are still not listed in the List of Contents. – so you still have to search over 500 
pages to locate them. His views on ‘official’ covers remain the same, and the same section 
of the Introduction simply reprints his earlier comments. I give up, and simply acknowledge 
that apparently we just do not agree – so his listing of the Palitoy cover in the Year of the 
Child still lacks any mention of the ‘official’ cover, which retails at several hundred 
pounds.  Perhaps he reckons he lacks the space to include such vital information. The 
anomalies I pointed out about the Christmas 1973 Lewis Carroll covers are simply reprint-
ed. His final comment in this section reads “We’ll keep you posted on this tricky question” – 
the same comment that he has been making for a number of years now. 

Otherwise the catalogue is of value, as it always has been. Prices are increased generally – 
one may think the increases are a little arbitrary, but I bow to his superior knowledge of 
such matters. The pages now number 552, up from the 524 of the preceding edition, but the 
book is still easily manageable. 

Collect British First Day Covers 

A Review of the 37
th

 edition of the Bradbury Catalogue  By Selwyn Goodacre 

I reviewed the Bradbury Catalogues back in December 2011 (issue 105) when the 
30

th
 edition 2011 was published. Adrian has now got as far as the 37

th
 edition 2019. 

His catalogues continue to hold a mine of information. Every page has beautifully printed 
colour pictures of many of the covers listed. Adrian now lists ‘Official covers’ separately 
only up to 1997 when he adopts the term ‘sponsored cover’ – I think because many’ offi-
cial covers’ were beginning to be organised by more commercial enterprises rather than 
by private firms and individuals 

His notes at the beginning of the catalogues are valuable – if you follow his guidelines, 
you won’t go far wrong. He continues to list all the well known commercial FDC cover 
producers, I personally would like to see this area extended to include producers like 
Fleetwood and possibly with more details on certain Railway producers like Festiniog.. 

He continues to add those delightful touches listing, at the end of some issues, relevant 
CDSs to look out for. 

Adrian has managed to update his listings and still keep the page count at the same 252 
– a remarkable achievement. I still think he may have to adopt the Guinness Book of 
Records solution, and become more selective, referring the reader to particular issues of 
the past. But of course he does have his brilliant website – here you will find many rari-
ties illustrated. There are no space restrictions. This is invaluable for the specialist collec-
tor as he supplies so much of the basic information for ongoing searches. For the time 
being however, we can refer to his wonderful catalogues, and then for further data visit 
his website. 
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Autographed covers from David Holl (Jersey) 

 

07.05.1935 Silver Jubilee 

First Dy Cover signed by Barnett 
Freedman who designed the stamps. 

03.05.1951 Festival of Britain 

First day Cover signed by Sir Hugh Cas-
son who was director of architecture for 
the Festival. 

First day cover with the 2s 6d and 5s stamps 
signed by Mary Adshead who designed the 
stamps. Also shown is a letter from Mary Ad-
shead saying the “The Admiralty say the Vic-
tory is O.K.” 

10.07.1967  British Paintings 

Postcard of the painting by L. S. Lowry ti-
tled “Children coming out of school” with 1s 
6d value affixed with Art on Stamps Exhibi-
tion handstamp 
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The following although not first day covers are interesting 

06.05.1940 The Centenary of the Adhe-
sive Postage Stamp 

Proofs of the souvenir sheets to be issued 
at the 27th Philatelic Congress of great 
Britain signed by Robson Lowe. 

06.04.1948 Silver Wedding 

Presentation card signed by the then 
Postmaster General Wilfred Paling. 

19.06.1961 43rd Philatelic congress 

Portrait of Queen Elizabeth II signed by  
the artist, Pietro Annigoni. The sheet has 
subsequently been enhanced by other 
issues featuring the Queen. 

1968 The British Philatelic  

Exhibition 

Souvenir card with the 1s 6d 
St Mary-le-Port Church, Bris-
tol stamp issue signed by the 
artist John Piper. 
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Covers for Sale    

 

Contact details: Jon Cox – joncox999@btinternet.com  

Tel: 0121 352 1621 P&P ₤2 any quantity. 

 

Arreton Manor covers, FDI Isle of Wight with posted at Arreton 
Manor cachet 

£12 each or all 8 for £75 
1977   Christmas        

1978 Coronation 

1978  Christmas 

1979  22nd Aug Rowland Hill 

1980  9th April London 1989 International Stamp Exhibition 

1980  80th Birthday The Queen Mother 

1981  Folklore 

1982  Charles Darwin  

 

London Assurance covers 
1957 Parliamentary Conference 46th Parliamentary Conference, London SW1 £75 

1960  General Letter Office  CDS London EC wavy line cancel   £45 

1962  National Productivity Year National Productivity Year, Nov 1962-63  £45 

1963  Freedom from Hunger Freedom From Hunger Week 17-14 March 1963 £45 

1963  Paris Postal Conference  FDI London EC     £30 

1963  Red Cross   Red Cross Centenary – A Century of Service £45 

1964  Botanical Congress   FDI London EC     £30 

1965  De Montfort’s Parliament Bureau      £30 

1965  ITU      FDI London EC     £45 

1966  900th Westminster Abbey FDI London EC     £40 

1966  1st June World Cup   FDI London EC     £50 

 
Phi1covers 
1971  General Anniversaries  Rugby Football Union, Twickenham   £275 

1975  European Architecture  Chester Heritage City     £45 

1976  Telephone    Telecommunication Museum, Taunton  £45 

1979  Elections to European Ass Strasbourg – Leicester’s Twin City   £35 

1980  London 1980 Mini Sheet Post Office Day,  London 1980, SW   £35 

mailto:joncox999@aol.com
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 A Different Collecting Theme by Bob French, Tyne & Wear 
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Collecting British First Day Covers 2019 
was published at the end of August. This is 
the 37th edition. 

 

The new Booth catalogue was published in 
the middle of October. 

Available from Jeffery Booth, First Day 
Publishing Company. 

 

For more details of Daryl Kibble’s book on 
Cook, Daryl’s email is: kibbled@bigpond.com 

  

New Publications 
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WANTED 

Derek Williams Covers 

GB141 Charles Darwin HMS Beagle enters Sydney Harbour 1838 

 

Also double covers 

DW38 Working Dogs/Rescue at Sea 

DW39 Beatles/Carry on Hammer Films 

DW40 Army Uniforms/RAF Uniforms 

 

Village Churches 1972 

10 Text And Border 

2)St. Peter’s Church, Barnstaple 

3) East Wellow, Hants. Florence Nightingale Hand Painted 

4) Armed Forces Postal Cover Military Stamp 1312 

 

If you can help, please contact M. Walmsley Phone 01636 612425 / 
07860 285638 
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I have recently purchased a very large collection of first day covers. Among 
these are many officials. Beside many Cotswold covers there are:   

Mercury, 4d Post, Internetstamps, Benham, Sheridan, Derek Williams, 
GBFDC, Bradbury, Dawn Covers etc. etc.. 

ALL AT £1 EACH’   

If you have any wants from 1980 upto 2019 please contact me 
on terryhuntsc@yahoo.com or telephone 0151 486 2610. 

It is worth a call as I may just have that missing cover. 

Terry Barnett 

mailto:terryhuntsc@yahoo.com
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Deadline for next Issue — 13th February 2020 


