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 Regular Features 

 Advertisements 

Pub Meetings 

Queries to: Terry Barnett, Hon. Secretary, 7 Mackets 
Lane, Hunts Cross, Liverpool L25 0QA 

 

 Special Features 

From the Editor’s Desk 

West Midlands Region 

Meetings held in The Bowling Green Pub, Shaw Lane, 
Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove. Worcestershire B60 4BH. 

 

For future dates please contact: Mr Joseph Bevan, 
 

Tel: 07969 311 003 & 0121 477 9924 
(weekdays 7-10pm). 

 

Welcome to the first Newsletter of 2012 
and we hope you all enjoyed Christmas and 
had a great New Year. We have had a 
good start to the year so let‟s hope the rest 
of it continues in the same positive way.   
 

       LONDON 

Pub Meetings held in  

In The Ship and Shovel, Craven Passage,  
London WC2 @ 3pm 

 

Please contact Richard Park for meeting dates during 2012 

Queries to: Richard Park, 2 Chaffinch Close, Horsham,  

West Sussex RH12 5HA 
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Following on from December 2011, when we reported the 
changes taking place regarding Royal Mail‟s compensation 
scheme. I have been informed by my local post office that 
Proof of Posting Certificates will be discontinued. This 
information ties in with our report that customers can no longer 
file for compensation unless a premium tracking service is used 
i.e. Recorded Signed For or Special Delivery. This change 
commenced on 9 January 2012. I am not sure how customers 
will fair if an item of mail is delivered damaged. Only time and a 
test case will tell. If any member has cause to file for 
compensation due to a damaged item then please write 
 

 
 
. 
 

Royal Mail has contacted all Key Account holders to stress that 
embargo dates for forthcoming stamp issues must be adhered to. 
Apparently, Stamp Magazine published all the stamp issues for 
2011, even though they are well aware of the embargo dates. 
Royal Mail insists the information to Stamp Magazine could only 
have been supplied by „someone in the know‟, thus putting all Key 
Account holders under suspicion. Obviously this isn‟t good and I 
am personally disappointed in Stamp Magazine.  Embargo dates  
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DEADLINE FOR THE APRIL 2012 EDITION 

Items for publication MUST be with the editor by 

7th March 2012 
 Thank you to everyone who has sent in material for publication.  If you 

haven’t seen your article in this newsletter, please be assured that we will 

use it in a future edition.  We require more articles and features so that we 

have them in have for forthcoming newsletters 

in and let us know how you got on. 
As mentioned in December, further 
information can be viewed at 
www.royalmail.com/termschanges
A leaflet can be obtained from 
Royal Mail titled „Important 
Information: notice of changes to 
services, terms & conditions.‟ 
 

Speculation still surrounds the 
increase in stamp costs this April. 
It has been rumoured a first class 
stamp will increase to 55p. How 
true this is we will have to wait and 
see. Royal Mail should be 
announcing their tariff changes 
very soon. We know very little at 
the time your newsletter went to 
print so keep an eye on the 
national press and the Royal Mail 
website. 
 

This year is very exciting with The 
Queen‟s Diamond Jubilee and 
Olympic Games and Royal Mail 
are commemorating both events 
by releasing several stamp issues. 
Personally, I really like the 
Diamond Jubilee Definitives 
miniature sheet being issued on 6 
February. At first glance, there are 
at least two brand new Queen‟s 
Head definitive stamps in the 
sheet, and the whole sheet is very 
attractive.  
 

Briton’s of Distinction, whilst a 
very worthy issue, it has been 
done to death by Royal Mail in 
recent years. However, there are 
so many Britons worthy of 
distinction that it is a theme that 
can run and run. It is not an 
inspiring issue to me. They are my 
personal thoughts though. 
 

I am very much looking forward to 
British Comics issue on 20 March. 
It is a theme never done before by 
Royal Mail. The images are very 
evocative and remind us of a time 
during childhood when we had no 
worries or problems. A blissful time 
but we didn‟t know it then! How 
 
 

 

many of us bought nearly all the 
comics depicted, and how many 
received the Annual Book of the 
comic for Christmas? As a 
youngster I bought Dandy, Beano, 
Topper (and Beezer) and Buster 
with my pocket money. I was 
never a fan of Twinkle or Bunty to 
be honest but I know many of my 
friends were. My parents also 
made sure I had a Dandy and 
Beano Annual every Christmas, 
along with a Rupert Bear Annual. 
It is an issue that would be nice to 
make into a thematic collection. 
 

Over the next two Newsletters, we 
are listing all the locations of Post 
& Go Machines throughout the 
U.K. The first list appears on page 
10. However if anyone would like 
the full list in advance of the April 
Newsletter then we are happy to 
supply it – just send a stamped 
SAE and we will send it out to you. 
 

GBFDC is also looking for a new 
Hon. Secretary so if you feel you 
can do the job then please read 
page 6 for further details. 
 

Please have a look through your 
collections and see if you can put 
an article together for your 
newsletter. We are desperately in 
need of material for the April 
edition onwards. Also let us have 
your list of covers for sale now for 
the MCS in the April edition.  
 

Start the New Year with a good 
clear out and sell your unwanted 
covers etc. through your 
newsletter. 
 

That’s it from us for this 
edition. We hope you enjoy it. 
Please send in your items for 
publication – we desperately 
need them!  
 

Phil Sheridan, Hon. Editor. 
 

From the Editor’s Desk 
continued…… 

Association Officers 

Subject Address 

Association 
Chairman & all 

matters concerning 
the GBFDC Auction 

Richard Park  
Hon. Chairman GBFDC 
2 Chaffinch Close 
Horsham, W. Sussex 
RH12 5HA 

All membership 
matters & National 
Meetings Organiser. 
General GBFDC 
queries. Newsletter 
Distribution. 
 

Terry Barnett 
Hon. Secretary GBFDC 
7 Mackets Lane, 
Hunts Cross, 
Liverpool  L25 0QA 

E-mail: terryhuntsc@tiscali.co.uk 

 Editorial, Letters to 
the Editor, 
Advertising & 
General Newsletter 
queries. Leaflets & 
inserts. Newsletter 
Editing. 

Phil Sheridan. 
Hon. Editor GBFDC 
P.O. Box 99, Widnes, 
Cheshire  
WA8 0NN 

E-mail: Sheridanfdcs@aol.com 

 

Assistant Editor to 
Phil Sheridan 

Dot R. 
Hon. Assistant Editor 
GBFDC 
P.O. Box 99, Widnes, 
Cheshire WA8 0NN 

Hon. Association 
Treasurer 

David Cohen 
Hon. Treasurer GBFDC 
24 Penshurst Gardens 
Edgware 
Middlesex 
HA8 9TP 

E-mail: david@cohenfamily.co.uk 

 

 

PLEASE CONTACT THE RIGHT PERSON 

E-mail: rjpark@btinternet.com 

 

Hon. Association 
Publicity Officer 

John R. Chidgey 
Clock Tower House 
18 Roan House Way 
MACCLESFIELD 

SK11 7BY 
 
  

E-mail: john@clocktowerhouse.com 

 

 

http://www.royalmail.com/termschanges
http://www.royalmail.com/termschanges
mailto:terryhuntsc@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:Sheridanfdcs@aol.com
mailto:david@cohenfamily.co.uk
mailto:rjpark@btinternet.com
mailto:john@clocktowerhouse.com
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The Association of Great Britain First Day Cover Collectors 
   Official Covers 2012 

 

GBFDC No.43 OFFICIAL COVER – British Comics – 20 March 2012 
 
This is the second GBFDC official cover for 2012 and it will be a Limited Edition of 70. The 
Standing Order list is now closed for 2012. 
 

British Comics cover shown below for member information only 
 

 

     
 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the First Day 
Publishing Company 
official sponsored cover,  
celebrating the 100th 
Anniversary of the 
Hendon to Windsor UK 
Aerial Post flight back in 
September 1911. 
 

Less than 100 copies 
done. Offered at the 
published price of £15 
plus £1.50 p&p.  
 

Cheques payable to: 
Jeffrey Booth, First Day Publishing Company. P.O. Box 11. Arundel. Sussex. BN18 
9SS. 
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GBFDC would like to thank Adrian Bradbury for the half page advert that he has 
placed in his latest informative catalogue the 2012 Collecting British First Day 
Covers, 31st Edition. This is available for £20 from www.bfdc.co.uk or from 
BFDC Ltd., 3 Link Road, Stoneygate, Leicester, LE2 3RA. 
 
 
 

David Millership (A Tom Green Associate) 29, Richmond Road, Pontnewydd,  

Cwmbran, Torfaen NP44 1EQ 
 

Tel: 01633-793014 Mobile: 07866-816567 

~ Quarterly Postal Auction of fine First Day and signed covers ~ 

Please send for free catalogue 

Fairs:   
 

York Racecourse Grandstand January 20th & 21st 2012 

Philatex London RHS Halls, London SW1P April 19th – 21st 2012 
 

 

 

http://www.bfdc.co.uk/
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Realisations from Auction 20 November 2011 
 

Listed below are some of the prices realised from the last Club Auction.  In view that most 
lots sold in the auction make between 30% to 50% of current catalogue value.  I have chosen 
to list some of the lots that made the better prices. 
 

65 1965 ITU Connoissuer FDC.Phos Set.Great Portland St.W1 
cds.Relevant as Marconi made his 1st Real Transmission 
from Philharmonic Hall Gt.Portland St. Not Listed Superb. 
Good Clear light cds.UA PHOTO 
 

£220 

88 1966 Hastings Connoisseur FDC with Both Phos+ord on the same 
cover.Hastings FDI Rare Cover very difficult to find. 
Superb Condition. AL. PHOTO 
 

£105 

194 1973 Oak Tree Upper Tame Main Drainage Authority Tree Nursery 
FDC.Birmingham FDI. Not Listed. Very Scarce Cover Not 
seen before AT 
 

£40 

204 1973 Cricket Birthplace of English Cricket Hambledon H/S Off.Porton 
Serv. Very Rare Official FDC.Cat £400. AL PHOTO 
 

£800 

207 1973 Paintings PO FDC.V.Rare Royal Show Stoneleigh H/S.Only 3 
Known. UA PHOTO 
 

£775 

236 1974 Churchill PO FDC.Wilton Salisbury cds. D Day Landings Planning 
took Place at Wilton House, by Churchill & Montgomery 
Very Relevant. UA.PHOTO 
 

£125 

345 1978 Coronation Official Opening by HRH Prince of Wales Newcastle 
H/S.Off.Freeman Hospital. Very Scarce.  & Under 
Catalagued.AL 
 

£265 

507 1982 Theatre RM FDC/ Channel Theatre Co.Overprint.Deal FDI.Not 
Listed. AT PHOTO 
 

£50 

874 1997 Horror Tales of Horror Elstree H/S.Off.Cambridge.Cat £60 
Scarce. UA 

£75 

898 1998 Magical 
Worlds 

Paradise Place London SE18 H/S.Off.P.Payne.Only 41 
Cat £55.UA 

£125 

908 1998 Christmas  North Pole Road W10 H/S.Off.P.Payne.Only 51.Cat £40. 
UA 

£125 

934 1999 Solar 
Eclipse 

Land's End Penzance H/S.Off.S.Wales Collectables.Cat 
£45. Scarce. AP. PHOTO 

£40 

1017 2011 Aerial Post RAF Museum Hendon H/S.Off.GBFDC AGM.Cover All 
proceeds from the sale of this cover will go to Club 
Funds. PHOTO 

£120 

1122 1989 Toys 
Games  

Covercraft Off.FDC.Signed by Roald Dahl.Cat £100. AP £60 

1158 1980 Railway Ben.BOCS18e Official FDC.APT Rly Letter stamp 
Glasgow London 7/12/81 Signed on back by Harold 
Macmillan Only 20 RARE.Cat £200. AL. PHOTO 

£170 

1266 1967 24th  Nov. 4d Scottish No Watermark .Listed in SG as 28/11/67 FD. 
Illust.FDC. W.Norwood cds .Probably serviced by 
B.Alan.UA RARE. PHOTO 

£200 
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GBFDC Association Requires Hon. Secretary. 
 

Dear Members, 
 

We are looking for a new secretary to join the GBFDC Committee.  
 

Terry Barnett has served as GBFDC Secretary for 12 years now, and has decided it is time to stand 

down, and let someone else contribute to the running of the Club with some new and fresh ideas. 

Terry has kindly consented to stay on as secretary in the interim period until a new secretary takes up 

office. 
 

If you feel up for the job please contact Richard Park in the first instance, to chat about what is 

involved in the role. Tel: 01403 241825 or email rjpark@btinternet.com 
 

Brief requirements for the role as GBFDC secretary are as follows:- 
 

 You need to have email as this is the committees preferred method of communication. 
 

 You will be required to attend committee meetings & AGM which will require travelling 

& possibly an over night stop. 

           (Out of pocket expenses will be reimbursed) 
 

 Minimum period of service required is 2 years. 
 

Secretaries Duties:- 
 

 Record minutes at Committee meetings and AGM and produce them for the newsletter and 

committee members. 
 

 Send out membership renewals and reminders, collect in the annual subscriptions. 
 

 Deal with enquiry letters, emails, phone calls, etc. 
 

 Be the main contact for organising the AGM and associated activities. 
 

 Keep good records of payments received and send cheques  to the Treasurer  
 

 Keep membership database up to date with the Chairman 
 

 Communicate with all members of the committee and answer emails promptly. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

If you would like one then please make your cheque payable to:  P Sheridan and send to P.O. 

Box 99. Widnes, Cheshire WA8 0NN. E-mail: sheridanfdcs@aol.com Tel: 0151 257 8874 
 

 

CHARITY SALE 
 

Phil Sheridan produced the 

Commemorative cover opposite on  

8 October 2009  to commemorate 

Bosom Buddies Breast Cancer Support 

Group’s 10th Anniversary. A total of 

70 covers were produced and 

numbered on the back and they have 8 

covers left at £8.00 each plus £1.25 p/p 

per order. All profits to Bosom 

Buddies.  
 

mailto:sheridanfdcs@aol.com
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to the Editor P.O. Box 99, Widnes,  Cheshire WA8 0NN 
 

Dear Editor…… 
I was interested to read the article “Decline In Stamp Collecting Amongst Young People” in the last 
newsletter. 
  

I find that Children are quick to take up an interest in any hobby that they find attractive that they are 
presented with. 
In my neighbourhood, I find that the neighbouring children are interested in stamps, especially when I 
show them the thematic subjects that I collect - and when I give them some of my duplicates, and 
they tell their friends, then their friends want and start to collect stamps too. 
  

The problem, and decline, does not lie with the children – but with the adults. 
Let me explain, 35+ years ago when I was at school, there used to be a stamp club that many 
children would take an interest in.  
 
 
 
 
This was usually run by a teacher, who themselves was interested in stamps too. 
And that is where the problem is, - as there are no teachers interested in stamps, it then means that 
there is no one to organize and take a Stamp Club. 
It is the adults that have to be “educated” and “presented” with the hobby of stamp collecting first. 
Once the adult teachers are “interested”, then they will have an incline maybe it taking a Stamp Club. 
 Lets really be honest with ourselves. The real decline, is due to numerous stamp issues that are 
issued by Great Britain for instance, and the numerous Covers that are produced by the likes of 
Benham and Buckingham‟s for instance. 

They both produce so many different covers, that many are not worth the paper they are printed on!. 
They may look very attractive to look at in an album – But the only people making any money, are the 
companies selling them! 
  
Gary Goodman 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Continued……….. 
 

£20 Star Letter 
 

 

 

 

£20 Star Letter 
If we give your letter the STAR treatment then you 
could win £20, so there is a great reason to write in 
with your news and views. 

 
Widnes, Cheshire  
WA8 0NN 
 you want from your Association.  
 

Dear Editor… 
 

Re: the Bletchley Park Christmas FDC on page 10 
(First Day Coverage No.105, December 2011). I 
have only seen these covers for sale at Bletchley 
Park itself.  The stamps FDC is numbered up to 
250 and the mini-sheet is considerably less. 
 

David Bull. 
 

 

Dear Editor…… 
 

I do have considerable sympathy with the “Star 
Letter” written by Andrew Clark in the Nov/Dec 
2011 issue of the Club Magazine. I have on 
several occasions had the pleasure to attend 
the Club‟s A.G.M at the Collingwood Centre 
which for me is a round trip of just over 400 
miles. 
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Regrettably I was unable to attend the last A. G. 
M. just gone due to an unsuccessful op last April 
which is still causing major problems. I 
accordingly wrote setting out the reason and 
tending my apologies. However like Andrew no 
attendance no club cover. Is this fair or indeed, I 
regret to say discrimination? I understand the 
Club Committee are anxious to encourage the 
Membership to attend the A.G.M. which in turn, 
no doubt has a benefit for the dealers, hence the 
incentive of the half price cover. Surely the 
principal is that we are all Club Members and 
should be treated alike and have the same 
opportunities. For instance those Members living 
abroad have no chance of receiving a Club cover 
from the A.G.M unless they are able to attend. 
 

Having carefully considered the situation I would 
like to put forward the following proposal for 
consideration. The Club cover for the A.G.M is 
produced and limited to an issue of say 90, (or 
whatever number is considered reasonable) 
those Members who attend the A.G.M still 
continue to receive the cover at 50% of the cost, 
there is still the added incentive to attend the 
Meeting. The remaining covers are then offered 
to the Members who were unable to attend the 
A.G.M. on the basis that they pay the full price of 
the  production cost for the cover, if there are not 
enough covers to go round from the balance of 
covers left over from the A.G.M , then there 
could be a ballot for the remainder which would 
be a fairer way to deal with the matter, however if 
the Members seeking the remaining covers do 
not exceed the number of covers left over, then 
those covers left, be destroyed. I would be 
interested to know if there is support for this 
suggestion. 
 

Whilst always accepting the Club Committee 
work very hard for the benefit of the Membership 
I do feel like Andrew Clark they have in fact got 
the principal of this policy wrong regarding the 
issue of the Club cover to those attending the 
A.G.M. As indicated above, in my respectful view 
the system is very unfair, unreasonable and for 
that matter discriminatory particularly, when 
some Members have a genuine reason why they 
are unable to attend the A.G.M.  
 
Rod Thomas    
 

Dear Editor…… 
 

Re: Andrew Clark‟s Letter to the Editor (First 
Day Coverage No.105 December 2011). I 
completely agree with his letter. My own 
circumstances are similar to his and I simply 
WILL NOT leave my 

family in case something occurs.  If this 
happened I would NEVER FORGIVE 
MYSELF. Like Andrew, I can see it from the 
point of view that if members attend the AGM 
then they should be rewarded, but it does 
penalise the likes of Andrew and myself.  I 
spoke to Richard Park on this issue and he 
advised me that the matter was under 
review.  I will go a step further than Andrew 
by stating that it is currently a case of 
Philatelic Blackmail, i.e. you don‟t go to the 
AGM then you will be denied a cover for your 
collection.  We cannot be the only 2 
members who share this view! 
 

David Bull. 



Dear Editor…… 
 

I would like to respond to Andrew Clark‟s 
letter in the December newsletter. When the 
Committee got its heads together a few 
years back we were looking at ways to try 
and increase interest in the AGM. A genius 
amongst us decided to offer a free cover to 
members that attended and the first AGM 
cover was offered in 2007. As far as I can 
recall 2007, 2008 and 2009 things were ok. 
In 2010 the committee came in for a bit stick 
for two reasons.  
Firstly, because of the cost of the covers our 
finances were being seriously compromised 
and this was commented on.  
The second reason was what to do with the 
two or three covers that were not given 
away. The members at the meeting decided 
that they should be auctioned for club funds . 
This was duly done and we raised , I think 
about £90. 
 
Following the decline in our finances, for 
2011, it was decided to make a charge of £5 
for each cover as a way of reducing the costs 
to the Association of producing these covers. 
At this year‟s AGM the subject was again 
discussed and one of the members pointed 
out that at last years AGM it was decided by 
the membership to auction any leftover 
covers, again this was duly done. 
Many members made comments about the 
rights and wrongs of our issuing these 
covers, some said that they should be made 
available to all members others said that they 
should be kept as a reward for those 
members that attend the AGM. 
Many members have commented to me that  
 
 

Continued……….. 
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the AGM should not be on a Sunday as this  
is a religious day and why can‟t we hold it on  
a Saturday.  Others have said that Saturday is not 
a good day as this is the also a religious day for 
some.  
Members ask me why do we always hold the 
AGM in Birmingham;  why can we not move it 
around the country ? Some years ago I asked on 
more than one occasion via the newsletter for 
ideas as to where we could hold the AGM. Three 
members responded but unfortunately for a 
variety of reasons their suggested venues were 
not suitable. 
As a committee we do try and make the right 
decisions for the benefit of the membership but 
obviously we cannot satisfy the wants of every 
member and as a result we receive letters like 
Andrews. This is not a criticism Andrew, I know 
that Phil would more than welcome letters ideas 
articles etc. for the newsletter. At the end of the 
day it is YOUR Association and every member 
should be encouraged to air their feelings. 
The sad part of all of this is that the number of 
members attending the AGM has actually risen by 
about five from pre-cover AGM‟s so our hopes 
have not been fulfilled. Add to this the costs 
involved and we now wonder if the whole thing is 
worth pursuing in the future. I believe it is a matter 
of watch this space. 
Believe me Andrew yours is not the only moan, 
either for or against, and where possible the 
committee do try and take these opinions on 
board when we have our meetings. 
 

Terry Barnett Member 201 
 

Dear Editor…… 
 

In reference to Andrew Clark‟s letter in (First Day 
Coverage No.105 December 2011), I don‟t agree 
with his comments that the system is not fair 
regarding the AGM Official Cover.  I‟ve been a 
member for many years now and missed out on 
covers because I was unable to attend. Does he 
think he is the only member with work and family 
commitments? We all know the rules. It‟s very 
difficult for the committee to please everyone 
(impossible). 
 

We have been informed of the date of the 
next AGM already, plenty of time to arrange 
things, maybe members who cannot attend, 
and only members that don‟t attend, could be 
allowed a postal bid for covers that are over 
(if there are any) then they would all have the 
same chance.  If any member has to pay 
through the nose (as Andrew says) at least 
the association would get all extra money 
raised. That way it would benefit 

all members as it would go to Club funds, 
but this would have to be agreed before the 
next AGM.  Members attending the AGM 
could be told on the day which members had 
got the covers and what price they had 
made. 
It was interesting to read Dot R‟s test on her 
mail, but aren‟t First Day Coverage guilty by 
asking its members to get their newsletter by 
email. 
 

I would like to thank the committee for the 
time and work they have given us through 
the year and wish you all a happy New Year. 
 

Dave Whalley 
 
 

Dear Editor…… 
 

I am a little concerned at the continued bleatings 
that emanate from Royal Mail about loss of 
business and receipts etc. I received an envelope 
from Phil which contained my Christmas FDCs. 
The stamps that she affixed was to the value of 
First Class Recorded Signed For Service, plus 
the orange label. The package was delivered at 
approx 12.30pm on 29th November and I was in 
all day up to that time. Two things really make 
me angry about this particular delivery. Firstly 
there was no attempt to knock at my front door to 
obtain a signature and other post was delivered 
as well - 4 items were simply put through my 
letter box. Secondly the stamps have not even 
been cancelled - I will certainly be taking 
advantage of the soaked-off stamps (I know it is 
strictly a heinous crime).   
 
As a follow up to the first matter of discontent I 
waited a couple of hours and logged on to Royal 
Mail's tracking system to follow the potential audit 
trail  for this item and I was informed that it had 
been posted at 236 Liverpool Road Post 
Office  WA8 7HX (WIDNES) and 'is being 

progressed through our network for delivery'. No 

up to date information then? This little scenario 
leaves Royal Mail wide open to fraudulent claims 
of non-receipt. I don't know how widespread this 
lack of following simple procedures is but I can 
solemnly state that it is not the first time this year 
this has happened to me and my postal 
deliveries,  and must cost them £000's in 
compensation. Last month I even received a 
Special Delivery packet under similar 
circumstances. Where do we, and Royal Mail, go 
from here? We trust them to safely and securely 
deal with our postings. After this particular 
instance I am not so certain any more. 
 
 Name and address supplied. 
 
 

Continued……….. 
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Dear Editor…… 
 

Looking through my collection recently, I found a rather interesting cover, which was the 18th 
August 1966 England Winners issue.  Nothing interesting in that in itself, except, as far as I 
know the stamp was not distributed in Scotland, Northern Ireland or Wales. So first day 
postmarks were not used in these regions or at P.B. 
What makes this FDC different!  Simple, it has a Welsh FDI postmark, Newport, Mon. It has a 
Cardiff address on a plain cover. Why this cover was done we shall never know. If one was 
done, I doubt it was the only one. Has anyone else seen others? 
 

Mr E. Stredwick 
 

If anyone can help Mr Stredwick about the possibility of there being other such covers, 

perhaps not only with Welsh postmarks but Scottish and N. Ireland FDI postmarks, then 

please write in and let us know. 
 

Member Information. Over the following 
two editions we are listing the locations of 
all the Post & Go Machines now installed 

throughout Britain. 
 
Stevenage 1 22-23 Westgate, Stevenage, SG1 1QR 
Cambridge 2 9-11 St Andrew Street, Cambridge, CB2 
3AA 
Southend-on-Sea 2 199-201 High Street, Southend-
On-Sea, SS1 1LL 
Colchester 2 68-70 North Hill, Colchester, CO1 1PX 
Castle Mall, Norwich 2 84-85 Castle Meadow Walk, 
Castle Mall, Norwich, NR1 3DD 
Milton Keynes 2 17-19 Crown Walk, Milton Keynes, 
MK9 3AH 
Luton 2 The Arndale Centre, 42-44 Smith Lane, Luton, 
LU1 2LP 
Old St 2 205 Old Street, London, EC1V 9QN 
Trafalgar Sq 4 24-28 William IV Street, London, WC2N 
4DL 
Croydon 3 10 High Street, Croydon, CR9 1HT 
City of London 2 12 Eastcheap, London, EC3M 1AJ 
Baker St 2 111 Baker Street, London, W1U 6SG 
Paddington Quay 2 Unit 6, West End Quay, 4 Praed 
Street, London, W2 1JE 
Nottingham 2 Queen Street, Nottingham, NG1 2BN 
Walsall 1 Darwall Street, Walsall, WS1 1AA 
Birmingham 2 1 Pinfold Street, Birmingham, B2 4AA 
Durham 2 33 Silver Street, Durham, DH1 3RE 
York 2 22 Lendal, York, YO1 8DA 
Grimsby 2 67-71 Victoria Street, Grimsby, DN31 1AA 
Harrogate 2 11 Cambridge Road, Harrogate, HG1 1AA 
Corn Exchange, Liverpool 1 India Building, 'Water 
Street, Liverpool, L2 0RR 
Belfast 2 12-16 Bridge Street, Belfast, BT1 1LT 
Glasgow 3 47 St Vincent Street, Glasgow, G2 5QX 
Edinburgh 2 8-10 St James Centre, Edinburgh, EH1 
3SR 
Portsmouth 1 Slindon Street, Portsmouth, PO1 1AB 
Truro 3 High Cross, Truro, TR1 2AP 
Plymouth 2 5 St Andrews Cross, St Andrews Cross, 
Plymouth, PL1 1AB 

The Galleries, Bristol 2 Castle Gallery, 
Broadmead, Bristol, BS1 3XX 
Exeter 3 28 Bedford Street, Exeter, EX1 1GJ 
Cardiff 2 45-46 Queens Arcade, Queen Street, 
Cardiff, CF10 2BY 
Ludgate Circus (Old) 4 16-18 New Bridge Street 
Houndsditch 2 11 White Kennet Street 
Farringdon Rd 1 39-41 Farringdon Road 
Old Street (205) 2 205 Old Street 
Broadgate 2 35 Broadgate Circle 
The City of London 2 12 Eastcheap 
Great Portland 1 54-56 Great Portland Street 
Barnet 2 63/65 High Street 
North Finchley 1 751 High Road 
Wood Green 1 191 High Road 
High Street (10) 3 10 High Street 
New Malden 1 150 High Street 
High Street Sutton 1 107 St Nicholas Centre 
Upper Holloway 1 14 Junction Road 
Holloway 1 482 Holloway Road 
Camden High Street 2 112-114 Camden High 
Street 
Corn Exchange 1 India Building 
Brazennose 2 Brazennose House 
Warrington 2 Golden Square 
Gloucester 2 Kings Square 
Hereford 2 14-15 St Peters Street 
Redditch 1 Thread Needle House 
High Holborn 2 181 High Holborn 
Harlow 1 1 Stone Cross 
Harrow 2 14 College Road 
Baker Street 2 111 Baker Street 
Paddington Quay 2 Unit 6 
Kensington High Street 1 208-210 Kensington 
High St 
Five Ways 2 18 Grosvenor Road 
Hastings 2 16 Cambridge Road 
Terminus Road 2 143-145 Terminus Road 
Golders Green 1 879 Finchley Road 
Hampstead 1 79/81a Hampstead High Street 
Swiss Cottage 1 18 Harben Parade 
 
Part 2 of this listing will appear in April edition. 
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Members Cover Sale 
 

If you are an ordinary member and would like to sell your covers free of charge, then be sure to let 
the editor have your list in good time for publication. 
All the covers listed are being sold by the member whose contact details appear at the beginning of 
their listing. We have laid out each set of listings as requested by the vendor so layouts will probably 
differ from person to person. If left to the editor to arrange then the listings will take on a more uniform 
appearance.  Prices given are the cost of each cover and buyers must contact the seller direct to 
negotiate the sale. The seller may or may not add postage costs so it is up to the seller and buyer to 
come to their own arrangement. All that remains is to wish you good luck. 
 

Contact Details: Peter Middleton, 331, Wollaton Road NG8 1FQ  
 

1977 Silver Jubilee (9p) Philatelic Exhibition Edinburgh Slogan  £7 
1979 Dogs   Spillers Congratulates      £2 
1980 Railways  Newton le Willows Official (written)   £15 
1980  Birds   Cotswolds Wildlife Park    £2 
1981 Fishing   Port Sunlight CDS     £6 
1982 Maritime  Notts Lifeboat Appeal Official    £9 
1982 Motor Cars  Austen Seven Brooklands    £2 
1983 Army   Parachute Regiment     £2 
1983 Fairs   Big Top CDS on BLS6 .   £8 
1984 Cattle   Backbone of Britain   .  £2 
1984 Christmas  Hastings, Resort For All Seasons Slogan  £22 
1985 Safety at Sea  Lawn Tennis Museum, Winbledon   £7 
1985 Royal Mail  Royal Mail 350 Years Service Slogan  £8 
1988 Sport   Meadow Lane CDS on Dawn Official   £12 
1988 E. Lear set  Knowsley Liverpool     £2 
1989 Birds   Royal Academy of Arts    £2 
1989 Anniversaries  House of Commons CDS    £12 
1990 Queen‟s. Award Visit Kent‟s Latest Attraction Slogan   £6 
1990 Astronomy  Shropshire Scanner Appeal Slogan   £5 
1991 Maps   Tidy Up Lancashire Slogan    £4 
1991 Christmas  Shopping in Full Bloom Slogan   £8 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                    
 

Contact details: D Radley. E-mail: salwals@aol.com Tel: 07939 832 184  
(All perfect CDS strike unless stated otherwise)  
 

02/11/98 Christmas 4d Post fdc Modern Jesus Army M/M with Peacehaven CDS  £8.50 
02/11/98 Christmas 4d Post fdc British Assoc. Toy Retailers M/M with St. Nicholas CDS £8.50 
25/08/98 Carnival 4d Post fdc Notting Hill Carnival M/M & Notting Hill CDS  £8.50 
12/01/99 4d Post fdc Microsoft M/M & Charles Babbage, Teignmouth SHS  £7.00 
02/05/00 Art & Craft RM fdc Ceramic Tile Centres Ltd M/M & Tile Farm CDS  £7.00 
01/06/99 Entertainers RM Nat.Museum Photography, Film & TV M/M & Hollywood CDS £7.00 
01/06/99 Entertainers RM Ealing Studios M/M & Ealing CDS    £7.00  
01/06/99 Entertainers RM Capital Radio M/M & Bohemia Place CDS   £7.00 
01/06/99 Entertainers RM Queen‟s College M/M & Queen Street CDS   £7.00 
10/04/01 Submarines 4d Post fdc Thomson Marconi Sonar M/M & Sea Street CDS  
(Very Rare)           £18.00  
13/03/01 Weather set on RNLI own cover Lifeboat Crews Save Over 1,000 Lives Each  
Year M/M & Fair Isle (double ring) CDS Shipping Weather Forecast Fair Isle printed  
on cover (extremely rare cover)        £18.00 
13/03/01 Weather set on RNLI own cover Lifeboat Crews Save Over 1,000 Lives Each  
Year M/M & Cromarty CDS Shipping Weather Forecast Cromarty printed  
on cover (extremely rare cover)        £18.00 

06/04/00 Cuthbert produced FDC Millennium Definitives Questa, De La Rue & 

Walsall Sheet Printing (one of each defin on cover) Royal Mail Millennium  
Collection Slogan (very rare)        £50.00 
 

mailto:sheridanfdcs@aol.com
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Contact details:  Ken Brown  Tel: 01255 820514 Email:  sucakeli788@btinternet.com 
 
1937  Coronation.  Illustrated cover with Windsor wavy line. Neat H/A Cat £150  £70 
1937  Coronation. Illustrated Coronation Day flight cover Isle of Man to Blackpool 
             (12 May) with George V, Edward VIII and George VI defins plus coronation 
             stamp cancelled first day (Blackpool) 13 May. RARE 1 of 20 small mark at top 
             mentioned for accuracy.        £45 

1954  (29 Nov) 2½d Postal Stationery Square Envelope.  Suffolk CDS H/A  £4 

1966  World Cup Illustrated cover Ord and Phos combined with Wembley F.D.I. 
             Printed Address.  Difficult to find Cat £100+      £50 
1966  World Cup Ord.  Illustrated cover.  Relevant Manchester F.D.I. Printed Address. 
             Cat £50          £15 
1966  World Cup.  Illustrated cover.  London W.C.  F.D.I. on 1 June doubled with 

             England Winners on 18 August (Cambridge F.D.I.)  Typed Address Cat £175 £65 

1966  Hastings Connoisseur cover with Ord and Phos combined. Hastings F.D.I. 
 Rare cover difficult to find.  One sold in the Association‟s November auction 
 for £105.  Typed Address        £65 
1967  Scotland 9d and 1/6d on Stuart cover with unrecorded Edinburgh Capital 
 by the sea slogan .  Typed Address       £10 

1971  (15 Feb) 2½p printed postcard with Lower Somersham CDS  Neat H.A.             £10 

1971  (15 Feb) 2½p printed envelope with Lower Somersham CDS U.A.   £12 
1971  (15 Feb) 3p letter card with Lower Somersham CDS Neat H.A.   £10 
1971  (15 Feb) 3p printed envelope with Lower Somersham CDS Neat H.A.  £10 
1972  Wedgwood on P.O. cover. ½p side band pane plus 2 se-tenant strips with 
 Burnham-on-Crouch CDS U.A.  Full perfs on ½p side band.    £5 
1975  Sailing. P.O. cover. Burnham-on-Crouch CDS U.A. Cat £95    £45 
1976  Reformers.  Set of 4 Benham engraved covers. Relevant postmarks.  Printed 
 label address.          £15 
1976  Police.  Greater Manchester Police Cover with Bolton and Bury FDI. U.A. 
 Cat £60          £12 
1982  (2 June) Butterflies set on BBC Natural History Unit Silver Jubilee cover with 
 BBC H/S. signed Gordon Beningfield and David Attenborough. U/A   £8 
1985  (19 Feb) 75p New Paper on PO cover.  Windsor Phil Counter H/S.  A.P. 
 One sold in Association‟s November auction for £90    £65 
1967  Christmas G.P.O. American Publicity poster with set of stamps attached. 
 “Specimens from the British Post Office Philatelic Distributors… New York.” 
 RARE           £15 
 

             2nd class post free.  Recorded £1.  Special Delivery £5. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Contact details: Phil Sheridan. E-mail: sheridanfdcs@aol.com Tel: 0151 257 8874  
 

All CDS perfect strikes unless otherwise stated – Postage at cost 
 

05/12/00 Sound & Vision RM Vision Express Optical Lab M/M & Eye CDS   £8.00 
13/03/01 Weather set 4d Post fdc Wellington College M/M & Wellington CDS (Rare) £9.50 
13/03/01 Weather set 4d Post fdc Weatherby M/M & Fog Lane CDS   £8.50 
06/03/01 N.I. Pictorial Defins RM fdc N.I. Tourist Board M/M & Bushmills CDS  £8.00 
15/05/01 Buses London Transport own cover London Buses – We‟ll Get London  
Moving M/M & Leyland CDS (rare)        £9.00 
0/09/01 Punch & Judy RM Puppet Centre M/M & Blackpool CDS    £8.00 
0/09/01 Punch & Judy RM W&S Punch M/M & The Beach CDS    £8.50 
06/02/02 Q. Jubilee RM fdc Westminster Group M/M & The Mall CDS   £8.00 
19/03/02 Coastlines RM fdc Doverport M/M & Dover CDS     £8.00 
19/03/02 Coastlines RM fdc Map Marketing M/M & Broadstairs CDS   £8.00 
19/03/02 Coastlines RM fdc Getmapping.com M/M & Portrush CDS   £8.00 
10/09/02 L. Bridges 4d Blackfriars Bridge fdc (No M/M) Blackfriars Rd, London CDS £6.00 

 
 

mailto:sucakeli788@btinternet.com
mailto:sheridanfdcs@aol.com
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19/12/03 Rugby Champions 4d Post fdc (No M/M) & Rugby CDS    £6.00  
25/05/04 RHS Cotswold fdc Eden Project M/M & St. Austell CDS    £8.50 
25/05/04 RHS Eden Project own cover fdc Eden Project M/M & St. Austell CDS (V Rare) £20.00 
25/05/04 RHS 4d Post fdc Eden Project M/M & Eden CDS     £8.50 
18/10/05 Trafalgar set Cotswold fdc White Ensign Association M/M & Battle CDS  £8.50 
22/01/09 R Burns M/S Stuart fdc Scotch Malt Whisky Society M/M & Scotch St. CDS £9.50 
22/01/09 R Burns M/S Cotswold fdc Scotch Malt Whisky Society M/M & Scotch St. CDS £9.50 
 

Sheridan Officials 
 

16/01/01 Sheridan Hope & Homes For Children official (Very Scarce)   £45.00 
19/06/01 Hats Sheridan Hat Works Museum official (Very Scarce)    £45.00 
15/01/02 Just So Stories Sheridan Knowsley Safari Park official (Very scarce)  £45.00 
18/10/05 Trafalgar Set Sheridan Royal Naval Museum, Portsmouth Official  £35.00 
18/10/05 Trafalgar M/S Sheridan Royal Naval Museum, Portsmouth Official  £35.00 
05/02/08 Working Dogs Sheridan Sheep Dog Society official    £40.00 
10/06/08 Carry On/Hammer Sheridan Woolton Picture House official (Very Scarce) £45.00 
06/11/08 Armistice se-tenant Trio sheet poppy stamps on Sheridan Western Front  
Association official cover. Only 20 produced – last one (very rare)    £40.00 
01/09/09 Fire & Recue Sheridan British Fire Services Association off.   £30.00 
17/09/09 Naval Uniforms Sheridan Historical Maritime Society official   £30.00 
18/08/09 Post Boxes Set 4 Generic Sheet Sheridan 10th Anniversary  
Officials (Only 13 sets done)         £45.00 
19/08/10 Great British Railways Sheridan Crewe Heritage Centre official (Scarce)  £35.00 
14/01/03 Birds of Prey Sheridan Hoo Farm official cover     BUY 
11/01/05 Farm Animals Sheridan Kentish Town City Farm official cover   BUY 
04/11/08 Xmas M/S Sheridan The Grand Theatre official      BUY 
 

Retail Booklets on Sheridan Official Covers 
 

13/05/08 Beside the Seaside S/A Booklet on Sheridan St. Paul‟s Cathedral official 
(only 24 done)           £30.00 
17/09/09 Mini-Skirt S/A Booklet on Sheridan Historical Maritime Society  
Official cover (only 26 done)         £30.00 
07/01/10 Olympics S/A Booklet 1 on Sheridan Music For All official (only 28 done) £20.00 
12/10/10 Olympics S/A booklet 4 on Sheridan East Anglia Children‟s Hospices (Each)  
Official (only 30 done)           £20.00 
 

Nothing whatsoever to do with first day covers – As I mentioned late last year, I composed a 
song which is out now on CD sung by Stuart Brown called Mersey Bridge. The song can be 

downloaded from http://philomenasheridan.bandcamp.com/ 
Or purchased direct from me at the usual address for £2 plus £1.25 p/p. I hope you like it. 
Profits to Bosom Buddies and AAA Studios charity. 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Contact Details: Farrukh Jamil, PO Box 31261, London NW2 6GA. E-mail: 
farrukh.jamil@virgin.net. 
 
2011 Stampex Cover bearing full set of Birds of Britain IV from the vending machine  

91 tied with Autumn Stampex, Post & Go Birds of Britain 4, London N1,  
16th Sept. 2011 (set includes 1x1st, 1x1st Lge, 1x20g Europe, 1x10g Worldwide,  
1x20g W‟wide & 1x40g W‟wide) Original Machine Purchased Receipt Included. £14 

2011 Stampex Cover bearing full set of Arnold Machin Centenary Post & Go stamps  
from the Stampex vending machine 92 Tied with Autumn Stampex, 14th Sept.  
2011 (set includes 1x1st, 1x1stLge, 1x20g Europe,1x10g Worldwide, 1x20g  
W‟dwide & 1x40g W‟dwide)        £14 

 

- END OF SALE - 

 

http://philomenasheridan.bandcamp.com/
mailto:farrukh.jamil@virgin.net
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MCS How to submit your covers for sale 
 
 Please submit your list either by post or email (typed in a Word Doc.) Please make it LEGIBLE 
otherwise it will not be included. Send them by e-mail to sheridanfdcs@aol.com..  We would prefer 
you NOT to list covers in a table as it makes formatting difficult. Any member can sell covers via the 
newsletter free of charge. If you require further details then please contact the Editor. 
 

Please, if possible, only send the list of covers for the next newsletter rather than sending a large list 
or several lists. It is becoming a little confusing to work out which list belongs to whom and which 
edition it is for. Thank you 
 

1) Please list them in a Microsoft Word Document (NOT in a table though). The more details you 
include then the less space there will be for your covers and less covers will be listed. 
  

2) Either email your list or send it by post to Phil Sheridan. Hon. Editor, GBFDC Association, P.O. 
Box 99, Widnes, Cheshire WA8 0NN. E-mail: sheridanfdcs@aol.com  When posting hand-written lists 
please make sure we can read them. It is probably best to print all lists. 
3) Deadline for all items for inclusion in to any newsletter is ALWAYS 7th of the previous month to the 
newsletter publication. Please see top of page 2 and inside back page in EVERY newsletter 

 
 
 

NEWSLETTERS BY E-MAIL 
 

Many members are delighted with the PDF emailed version of the Newsletter.  Not only does 

receiving it this way cut down on having to find storage for paper newsletters around the home, 

as all PDF Newsletters can be stored in a file of its own on your computer desktop, but it means 

you can read the newsletter at A4 size and in colour. You can print out all the pages at any time 

and at any size, or just one page if you so wish. 
 

We do understand that for a variety of reasons many members do not want to receive their 

copies via email and would prefer to continue with a hard copy. This is not a problem and we 

would be happy to continue to send them out via the post.  
 

From the point of view of our European and Overseas members emailing your newsletter would 

mean that you could be on a par with everyone else when it comes to the opportunities of 

purchasing items advertised in the newsletter, for instance in the Members Cover Sale.  
 

Emailing the newsletter also saves your association money in paying for the newsletter printing 

and in postage costs. At the time of writing we are emailing the newsletter to 100 members and 

are keen to increase this number.   
 

Would you be willing to receive your A4 colour newsletter via email instead of a black and white 

A5 hard copy in the mail ? Yes, then please contact Terry Barnett with your email address.  
 

If you already receive your newsletter by email then please don’t forget to let us know if you 
change your email address. 

 

 

 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

 

We have arranged for the 2012 AGM/Cover Fair to be held on Sunday 7th October 2012 at the 

Collingwood Centre, Great Barr, Birmingham B43 7NF (for Sat Navs). Tel: 0121 360 1484 
 

A lunchtime buffet will be laid on with the AGM starting at around 1pm. 
 

We hope that you will support the fair and look forward to seeing you all. 
 

Dealers attending will be announced nearer the date. 

 
 

mailto:sheridanfdcs@aol.com
mailto:sheridanfdcs@aol.com
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Story Behind the Cover - Bletchley Park puts its stamp on Turing Centenary. 
 

 
On 23rd February Bletchley Park will release four first day covers celebrating Alan Turing‟s centenary 
year. Each will carry a single 1st class Royal Mail “Turing Bombe” stamp cancelled with a unique first 
day of issue postmark. The intention is to restrict the issue to just 500 of each. Produced in 
association with the Alan Turing Year Committee and Bletchley Park Post Office proceeds will go 
towards supporting the preservation of Bletchley Park. Similar stamp and envelope combinations 
from Bletchley Park Post Office have fetched several times their original issue price. So at £9.99 each 
these little pieces of art and history could be a good investment. They can be previewed and ordered 
at bletchleycovers.com 
 
 

The first design is by Rebecca Peacock of Firecatcher Design and the theme is Turing‟s work on the 
mathematics of patterns. It was Turing‟s genius for mathematics that made his work so vital to 
Bletchley Park and the development of modern computing.  
The other three are original paintings by artist Steve Williams who has donated his work to Bletchley 
Park. They depict three buildings at Bletchley Park associated with Alan Turing. The cottage and the 
hut where he worked and the room that housed the Bombe machines.  
The stamp features a rebuilt Turing Bombe. The first day of issue postmark is a facsimile of one of 
the Bombe‟s 36 rotor wheels. 
 

 

A dedicated team spent 15 years rebuilding the working Turing Bombe that is now on display at 
Bletchley Park. A marvel of electro-mechanical engineering and essential viewing for visitors. 
Bletchley Park Post Office was once the code breakers‟ undercover mail room then a sub post office 
when Bletchley Park became a GPO training centre. Its re-creation of a 1940‟s post office is a 
popular attraction. The first day covers and special stamps it began issuing in 1994 are sought after 
by collectors from around the world.  
 

 

Contact: Bletchley Park Post Office. Terry Mitchell, 01604 781440. email: terry@ltmp.co.uk 
More information can be obtained on the issue through or calling 01908 363489 

 

    
 

    
 

         

 

 

 

mailto:terry@ltmp.co.uk
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Auction success? 
 

I was struck by the very long list of unsold items from the GBFDC postal auction number 20 
which closed on 15 November 2011. Only 240 lots, out of a total of 1400, sold - a success 
rate of 17%. This contrasts markedly with the success rates of stamp auctions run by the 
Modern British Philatelic Circle (MBPC) and the Machin Collectors Club (MCC); for their 
auctions in November 2011, they sold 80% and 67% of their lots (see Table 1). 
 

 Table 1. Number and value of lots sold in auctions in November 2011 
 

  Number of lots   Value of lots  

 Offered Sold % Offered Sold % 

GBFDC 1400 240 17 £24800 £9260 37 

MBPC 1118 894 80 £7200 £5660 79 

MCC 523 348 67 £3360 £2290 68 

 

I therefore looked a little closer at the detail of the items sold in these auctions. The GBFDC 
auction sold 37% of the total value of the lots (from the estimates in the auction list), whereas 
the MBPC and MCC auctions sold 79% and 68% of the value of the lots. These latter figures 
are much closer to the % of the number of lots sold, implying that lots sold across the whole 
price range, whereas for the GBFDC auction the % value figure is double that of the % 
number of lots. This implies that a greater proportion of the higher value lots were sold in the 
GBFDC auction. The average value for lots offered in the whole auction was about £18, 
whereas the average estimate for the items sold was about £38.  
 

When I looked at the success rate of sales across somewhat arbitrary price divisions (Table 
2), it was clear that the sales of high value lots were much more successful in percentage 
terms than lower value lots. Approximately 30% of the lots with an estimated price of more 
that £26 were sold, and the success increases with price range, whereas only 15% of the 
covers with estimates in the range £1-£25 were sold. However, it is important to recognise 
that a greater number of covers in the £1-£25 price range were sold (174 covers) compared 
to those estimated at more than £26 (64 covers).  
 

 Table 2. Lots offered and sold in different price ranges in GBFDC auction. Price 
ranges  
          are based on estimates in auction list. 
  

 
Price range 

 
£1-£10 

 
£11-£25 

 
£26-£50 

 
£51-£100 

 
£101-£500 

 
£500+ 

Number 
offered 

 
677 

 
508 

 
139 

 
39 

 
31 

 
6 

% of total 
offered 

 
48.4 

 
36.3 

 
9.9 

 
2.8 

 
2.2 

 
0.4 

 

Number sold 
 
96 

 
78 

 
32 

 
14 

 
13 

 
5 

% of price 
range sold 

 
14.2 

 
15.4 

 
23.0 

 
35.9 

 
41.9 

 
83.3 

 

Another feature that may influence the successful sale of a cover is the presence of an 
image of the cover in the auction list. Approximately 70% of the illustrated covers (15 out of 
22) were  
 

Continued……….. 
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sold. A majority of these were rare covers commanding a high price, but it is interesting to 
speculate that illustrations of lower value covers may increase the sale success rate. The 
principle difference between the FDC and stamp auctions analysed appears to be the success 
rate of the lower value items. So, to increase the overall success of the GBFDC auction, one 
option would be to improve the sale of lower price items. My own view is that many of these 
items are overpriced in the GBFDC auctions. The list for the November 2011 auction indicates 
that estimates had been lowered 'to as low as a third catalogue in some case to encourage 
bidding'.  However, for stamps, careful collectors are looking for a price at one-quarter 
catalogue. In addition, in my view, many (most?) covers are overpriced in the catalogues. So 
covers offered at a minimum of one-third catalogue would appear to be at a considerable price 
disadvantage to items available at lower prices on online auction sites such as eBay and 
Delcampe.  
 
John Gray 

- END - 
 

 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP LISTS - POTENTIAL PROBLEM 
  

How does the system work ?  
  

We have three membership lists. One is the full list of members, the second contains the 
members that prefer to receive their newsletter via email and the third contains the list of 
members that prefer the newsletter via the post. 
  

Richard Park keeps the master copies of the lists on his computer. I send out the newsletters 
via the post and either Richard or Phil Sheridan email the newsletter to the remaining 
members. 
  

Recently Richard had a major problem with his computer (it died) and as a result had to 
reconstruct the membership lists. Whilst we are fairly certain this was done successfully, 
but  there may be one or two hiccups in the system. 
  
The second membership list containing the email names and addresses is probably the most 
important. If you have changed your email details it is obviously important to advise us. If you 
do not receive your bi-monthly newsletter then again please advise us as soon as possible 
so that we can investigate and rectify any problem and more importantly get a duplicate to 
you. 
  

If you have opted to receive the newsletter via the post then again if you do not receive yours 
please contact us so that again we can send you a duplicate and look in the problem. 
  
We have already found some discrepancies which have been corrected but please advise us 
if you have any problems. 
  
Terry Barnett Acting Hon. Sec. GBFDC 
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Jill Dando Signed Covers – part 1 
 

I am a dedicated collector of covers signed by the late, and much missed, TV Travel Show and 
Crimewatch Presenter, Jill Dando. I have a copy (sometimes two) of most of the covers signed by her 
between 1994 – 1999. The last covers signed by Jill were for The Travellers‟ Tale 2 February 1999.  
 

Jill Wendy Dando (9 November 1961 – 26 April 1999) was murdered by a single gunshot outside her 
home in Fulham, West London on 26 April 1999. Her killer has never been found. Many theories 
surround her murder but none has provided a viable lead to her murderer. 
 

Jill Dando was born in Ashcombe House Maternity Home, Weston-super-Mare, Somerset, and was 
raised a Baptist. When she was three, it was discovered she had a hole in her heart and a blocked 
pulmonary artery. She had heart surgery on 12 January 1965. She was educated at Worle Infant 
School, Greenwood Junior School, Worle Comprehensive School, and Broadoak Sixth Form Centre, 
where she was head girl, and passed two A levels. She studied journalism at South Glamorgan 
Institute of Higher Education in Cardiff. 
 

Jill was a keen thespian. She was a member of Weston-super-Mare Amateur Dramatic Society and 
Exeter Little Theatre Company, and she appeared in plays at the Barnfield Theatre. 
She was a volunteer at Sunshine Hospital Radio in Weston-super-Mare in 1979. She started her first 
job as a trainee reporter for the local weekly newspaper, the Weston Mercury, where her father and 
brother worked. After five years as a print journalist, she began employment with the BBC when she 
became a newsreader for BBC Radio Devon in 1985. That year, she transferred to BBC South West, 
where she presented a regional news magazine programme, Spotlight South West. In 1987, she 
worked for BBC Spotlight in Plymouth.  In early 1988, Dando made a move from regional to national 
television when she moved to London to present BBC television news. Jill worked for the BBC for 14 
years as a Television journalist, presenter and newsreader. 
 

Jill also presented the BBC television programmes, Breakfast Time, Breakfast News, the BBC One 
O'Clock News, the Six O'Clock News, the travel programme Holiday, the crime appeal series 
Crimewatch (from 1995 until her death) and occasionally Songs of Praise. In 1994 she moved to 
Fulham. 

  

On 25 April 1999, Jill Dando presented the first episode of The Antiques Inspectors.  She was 
scheduled to present the Six O'Clock News on the evening of the following day.  She was featured on 
the cover of that week's Radio Times magazine (for 24 to 30 April). 
At the time of her death she was among those with the highest profile of the BBC's on-screen staff; 
she had been the 1997 BBC Personality of the Year.  
 

Because of Jill‟s Holiday TV series, she was approached to sign various holiday and travel First Day 
Covers. She was always approachable and was pleased to oblige. 
 

 
Continued…….. 

 

The earliest FDC I have signed 
by Jill is the Isle of Man Happy 
Holidays booklet pane 
18/02/94. On the back is 
stamped „Certified Copy No.5 
of 5‟. The front of the cover 
carries the cachet stamp 
„Personally Signed by Miss Jill 
Dando‟. This cover is one of 
my favorite because only 5 
were signed and I have always 
loved this particular set of 
stamps from the Isle of Man. 
 

 
 
The next cover I have signed 
by Jill is a GB Royal Mail FDC 
for Pictorial Postcards 12 April 
1994. Again the cover is back 
stamped „Certified Copy No. 1 
of 10‟ and carries a similar 
front cachet like the Isle of 
Man cover. I suspect both 

Fig.1. 
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Article to be concluded in the April 2012 edition. 
 
Dot R. 

 

 
 

Fig.3. 

Fig.4. 

The next cover I have 
signed by Jill is a GB Royal 
Mail FDC for Pictorial 
Postcards 12 April 1994. 
Again the cover is back 
stamped „Certified Copy No. 
1 of 10‟ and carries a similar 
front cachet like the Isle of 
Man cover. I suspect both 
these covers were supplied 
by Cambridge Stamp Centre 
as the Postcards cover has 
a small label with their name 
and address in the bottom 
right corner. 
 

Keeping in date order, the 
next cover signed was 
produced by Benham - HRH 
The Princess Royal, 
President, of Save the 
Children and it carries an 
Isle of Man and 
corresponding Guernsey 
Europa 25 Years Saving the 
Children stamps cancelled 
on the same day, 21 April 
1996. 
The cover doesn‟t state how 
many were signed, and I 
suspect it was more than 
10, however, a Bradbury 
listing in March 2005 has 
this cover at £175. 
 
The cover shown opposite is 
one of three Commonwealth 
Countries miniature sheets 
and all have been signed by 
Jill Dando. 
 
Figure 4 is a plain cover with 
a Antigua & Barbuda 
Endangered Species of the 
World Miniature sheet 
cancelled FDI April 24 1997. 
On the reverse of the cover 
is a cachet that states 
„Certified Copy 1 of 1‟ 
 
The other two CW covers 
plus GB signed covers will 
appear in April edition. 
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A lifetime with First Day Covers 
 

Part 1 
 

I was going to start this piece by saying that I couldn’t remember when I first started collecting First 
Day Covers, but then on reflection I realised that I could. I was about five years old when our 
neighbour from across the road, I only remember him as Fred, popped by with a handful of envelopes 
which, as I stood by the front door with my mum, he patiently explained I was not to take the stamps 
off and to keep the covers clean. These were First Day Covers he explained, and they would be very 
valuable if I could keep them clean. So I duly went upstairs with them and having spent ages looking 
at them as kids do, I tucked them inside a textbook I had and left them there for safe keeping. 
 
It turned out that these first covers weren’t actually first day covers, but commemorative covers from 
the Philatelic Exhibition in Seymour Hall, London on 4th November 1966, and a set from the same 
exhibition in 1968, but to a five year old they were a wonderful introduction to the world of First Day 
Covers. 
 

     
 

     
 

And so it began, with Fred popping by on a semi regular basis to bring me new FDC’s, or a 
few loose stamps and to talk to me about stamps and the work he did. I was completely in 
awe of him as he worked inside the Post Office Tower. The actual tower itself! The very 
same one that was on the cover he had just given me. To a young boy this was about as 
glamorous as jobs got.  
 

As the 60’s came to a close we moved away from London and the supply of FDC’s dried up, 
but keeping up with my stamp collecting I resolved to collect covers whenever I could. Living 
in the middle of the countryside meant that most issues passed me by unnoticed, and were it 
not for my mother then the collection would have been empty during this period. Any time 
she happened to be in the Post Office on the first day of issue I got another FDC (although 
by necessity, sadly, they were all handwritten). 
 

Continued………. 
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The next time I took a serious interest was in 1977 for the Silver Jubilee issue when I 
remember spending all my pocket money on the stamps and FDC’s, only for an sudden rate 
rise to mean the immediate issuing of a 9p stamp as well. I recall begging money from my 
mum so I could go and add the new 9p stamp and FDC to the collection. 
 
In the early 1980’s I moved to Manchester and spent three happy years as a penniless 
student. Mum nevertheless sent me the occasional FDC to keep my collection going and I 
managed to house them all in a proper FDC album for the first time. 
 
As soon as I got my first full time job however I immediately rang Royal Mail and set up a 
subscription so I would never miss another FDC. Of course that didn’t happen, as whilst my 
subscription has now been in place since 1986 the wonderful Royal Mail have taken it upon 
themselves to make so many changes and variations to their services that when I did a 
stocktake last year I found no fewer than fifty covers missing. Whilst the commemoratives 
were all there, some definitives, booklet panes and other ‘extras’ were sadly missing. Oh 
well, armed with both the Booth and Bradbury catalogues I can at least now spend happy 
hours searching through stamp fairs, auction catalogues and Ebay filling in those gaps. 
 
So why have I stuck with FDC’s over so many years whilst the stamps have sat unloved in 
stock books and albums? Well partly it was the convenience of setting up a standing order, 
so I received them irrespective of how interested I was at the time. Partly it was a fascination 
with the art of stamps, which are an amazing study example of how to create art in a tiny 
space and also it’s a snapshot of British culture in a microcosm. 
 
I returned to collecting stamps and covers seriously again in 2010 and one of the things that 
struck me was that the one added advantage my cover collection brought was that it quite 
nicely chronicled my addresses over the past thirty years. I have a cover with virtually every 
address I have ever lived at and by checking the date stamps I can fairly accurately pinpoint 
where I lived at the time. Which is a nice bonus for me, as I’ve discovered that my memory 
isn’t what it used to be so my covers act as a chronicle of my life. 
 
Jonathan Guy. 
 

 

 

 

Part 2 of Jonathan’s article will appear in the April 2012 edition 
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Phil Sheridan, P. O. Box 99, Widnes, Cheshire WA8 0NN 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

QEII Diamond Jubilee Definitives 
Miniature Sheet 6 February 2012 

 
Full miniature sheet on  

Royal Yacht Britannia official cover  
 

Price - £16.50 (inc. p/p) 
 

(Limited to 48 numbered covers) 
……………………………. 

       
 
 

British Comics 20 March 2012 
 

Full set of 10 stamps on  
Comic Book Alliance official cover  

 
Price - £16.50 (inc. p/p) 

 
(Limited to 48 numbered covers) 

 
I have two places available for meter 
mark official covers. Please contact 
me urgently if you would like to go 
on the Standing Order list.  
 

 
 

 

Tel: 07939 832 184  E-mail: Sheridanfdcs@aol.com 
 

The postmark I have sponsored for 
The Royal Yacht Britannia will run from 
6 February 2012 to 31 May 2012. 
During that time, several stamp issues 
will be released by Royal Mail. Comics 
on 20 March, A-Z of Britain Part 2 on 
10 April and British Fashion 15 May. 
Then, of course, will be the lovely set 
of stamps for HM The Queen‟s 
Diamond Jubilee 31 May 2012. 
 

I intend to produce a cover for each of 
these stamp issues and use my Royal 

Yacht Britannia (RYB) cover and postmark. These covers will be very limited and I only envisage 
producing around 30-35 covers – strictly to order. There will be no meter mark version available for 
these three covers and they will be offered on a first come first served basis.  
 
British Comics 20 March 2012 – RYB cover & postmark - £14 (Shown above) 
A-Z of Britain Part 2 10 April 2012 – RYB cover & postmark - £15 (will be shown in April edition) 
British Fashion 15 May 2012 – RYB cover & postmark - £14 (will be shown in April edition) 
 
All 3 covers for £40.00 (Inc p/p) 
 
For all other covers I hope to be able to offer a meter mark version as normal. 

mailto:Sheridanfdcs@aol.com
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Letters and Articles for inclusion into the Newsletter 
 

The Association welcomes readers’ letters, tips and views, and we look forward to hearing from you. 

The Newsletter is only as good as the material that is sent in for publication so please continue to do 

so.  However, views expressed in First Day Coverage do not express the views of the GBFDC 

Association or its officers. Material published is the copyright of the person who writes it. It is worth 

remembering that items published may also express controversial views and opinions, which may 

well stimulate equally controversial replies. It is only to be expected and individuals are advised that 

such views may well prompt ongoing debate. 

 

The editor has complete discretion over what is, or is not, published in First Day Coverage. 

Please send all items for publication to: 

The Editor, GBFDC Association, P.O. Box 99, Widnes, Cheshire WA8 0NN 

Non-commercial advertising rates – members only Membership Fees 

Covers wanted advert: No charge 

Covers for sale advert:  

Two or three items with no illustration, free 

Half page, £4.00 (Mint decimal stamps accepted) 

Full page, £7.50 (Mint decimal stamps accepted) 

Full page: £20, artwork £5 extra, total - £25 

Half page: £10, artwork £3 extra, total - £13 

Third page:     £7, artwork £2.50 extra, total -£9.50 

Quarter page:  £5, artwork £2 extra, total - £7 

Fifth page:      £4, artwork £1 extra, total - £5 

 

All advertisements must be accompanied 

by the appropriate fee, otherwise your 

advert will not be published – Sorry, but 

no exceptions 

£15                £25 

 

£18          £28 

 

£12 

 

£6 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Name & address of contributor is printed with each item, as it is assumed members do not object to this information being 
given to other members through the Newsletter. At no point will members‟ names & addresses be sold on to other members 
or dealers. Your name & address may be supplied to another member if we think it is a genuine enquiry. If you object to this 
then please advise the editor. Only your name, address & membership number is recorded on the computer hard disk, no 
other information is recorded with it. 
 

© All material published in the Newsletter is the copyright of the writer of the item concerned © 

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE 7
th

 March 2012 

Notice for all Advertisers 
If an advertisement is not accompanied by the relevant fee (all fees are displayed in the rates 

column above), then we are afraid we cannot publish your advertisement. Receipts will only be 

issued if a stamped SAE is received. 
 

Return of CD’s:- For those of you who supply disks containing advertisements – if you wish these to be returned to you, 

please include a PADDED stamped SAE. If you require them back by Special Delivery then you must supply the full amount, 

padded envelope and completed silver label. 
 

All Advertising fees must be sent in through the editor – thank you. 

 

Junior rates apply for children up to  

16 years of age 

 

Non-Member Commercial advertising rates 
 

Full page: £30, artwork £5 extra, total - £35 

Half page: £15, artwork £3 extra, total - £18 

Third page: £10, artwork £2.50 extra, total - £12.50 

Quarter page:  £8, artwork £2 extra, total - £10 

U.K. 

 

U.K. Junior rates 

Europe 

 

Rest of the World 

Other major 

currency to the 

value of 

Member Commercial advertising rates 
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CoverCollecting.com  
Easy to use website selling GB First Day Covers & Postal History 

 
 

 

 
   

 British First Day Covers - Commemorative & Definitive Issues. 

 Official First Day Covers. Slogan, CDS, Meter Mark & Special Postmarks.  

 Thematic Covers - Churchill, Cricket, Football, Flight, Railway, Royalty etc.  

 Signed Covers, Coin, Medal & Cinderella Covers. Presentation Packs. 

 Postal History, Postal Stationery, Air Letters, PHQ & Maximum Cards. 

 Channel Islands, Isle of Man, Commonwealth & Foreign Covers. 

Sign up for email updates & special offers 
Richard Park 01403 241825  

Email info@covercollecting.com Website www.CoverCollecting.com 

 

 

http://www.covercollecting.com/
mailto:info@covercollecting.com
http://www.covercollecting.com/

